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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 15137 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINR, PGOV, NI, EG 

SUB J : AFRICAN ATTITUDES TOWARD NIGERIA 

REF (A) STATE 208244, (B) CAIRO 14721, 

1 . DURING CONVERSATION WITH MEMBER OF FORNMINS CABINET SEP 12 
CONCERNING LAGOS ANTI- APARTHEID CONF, POLCOUNS HAD OPPORTUNITY 
OBTAIN READING OF CURRENT GOE VIEWS OF NIGERIAN ROLE IN 
AFRICA. MAIN POINTS FOLLOW: 

2. NIGERIAN GOVT IS ATTEMPTING PLAY LEADERSHIP ROLE WHICH 
ONE MIGHT EXPECT FROM ONE OF CONTINENT'S LARGEST, RICHEST AND 
MOST POPULACE COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, DUE TO LACK OF PRESTIGIOUS 
LEADER AND INTERNAL INSTABILITY, INCLUDING CHRISTIAN- 
MUSLIM AND TRIBAL CONFLICTS, IT DOES NOT IN FACT EXERT 

MUCH INFLUENCE IN AOU COUNCILS. FOR EXAMPLE, MOST RADICALS 
BELIEVE IT IS ON MODERATE-CONSERVATIRE SIDE EVEN WHEN, AS DURING 
ANGOLAN AND ZAIRE CRISES, IT HAD ATTEMPTED TAKE MIDDLE ROAD. 

MUCH MORE INFLUENTIAL ARFRICAN LEADERS ARE NYERERE AND JAUNDA, 
ESPECIALLY NYERERE. NIGERIA WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK FOR AFRICA, 

BUT UNTIL IT ESTABLISHES INTERNAL STABILITY AND STRENGTH 
AND LEADER OF STATURE EMERGES, NIGERIAL WILL NOT BE EFFECTIVE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 15137 122309Z 

AFRICAN LEADER. 

3. COMMENT: ABOVE VIEWS PROBABLY CLOSE TO THOSE OF FORMIN 
FAHMY (WHO TENDS TO DENIGRATE COMPETITORS) AND DO NOT NECESS- 
ARILY REPRESENT THOSE OF AFRICAN SPECIALISTS WITHIN MFA. 

LATTER HAVE ON OCCASION EXPRESSED PREFERENCE FOR NIGERIAN 
ATTEMPTS TO FOLLOW MIDDLE ROAD COURSE IN RADICAL-MODERATE 
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CONFLICTS OVER EGYPT'S ROLE AS LEADING MODERATE AND TAKING 
OF SIDES WITH SUCH LEADERS AS MOBUTO. 

EILTS 
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